
Mentor a Team! 

What is Future City? 

The Future City Competition is a transformative, project-based STEAM  
learning experience that challenges 6th, 7th, and 8th graders to imagine,  
design, and build cities of the future.  

Future City strengthens students’ 21st century skills, teaches them  
engineering and civics concepts, motivates them to study math and  
science, and introduces them to potential careers.  

What do the teams do? 

Teams spend about four months completing five deliverables: 

• Learning about city design using SimCity software 

• Researching and brainstorming solutions to an annual challenge (this year, “Clean Water: Tap Into 
Tomorrow” asks students to identify a threat to their future city’s water supply and design a resilient 
system to maintain a reliable supply of clean drinking water. 

• A project plan to keep them organized and on track 

• A scale model of their future city constructed from mainly recycled materials 

• A short, creative presentation about their future city and solutions to the challenge. 

What do mentors do?  

Mentors help the team educator guide participants through 

the program. You’ll share your perspective as a STEM or city 

professional and encourage the team’s creative ideas, then 

cheer them on at the Regional Competition in January. 

Mentors can connect with their team in person, via email, 

or even Skype. Typically, mentors volunteer 20-40 hours 

between September and January. The mentor and team 

educator will work out a schedule that works for everyone. 

For more information: 

Email:  info@futurecity.org 

Visit: www.futurecity.org 

Find your local region:  

futurecity.org/findmyregion  

Am I qualified to be a mentor? 

• Do you work in a STEM field or city  

design community? We love engineers, 

urban planners, technicians, and  

architects. 

• Do you want to share your experience 

and enthusiasm with the next  

generation? 

• College & graduate students welcome! 

“The middle schoolers liked running ideas past me and being treated like 

colleagues. It gave them the sense that what they were doing wasn’t con-

fined to the classroom—it felt like the real-world.” 

- Jarom Wagoner, Senior Planner for the City of Caldwell & Future City 

Team Mentor  
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