
 

The 2019 IISE Great Lakes Regional Conference was held at Youngstown State University on February 22nd- 23rd, 2019. 
There were over 250 attendants, including students from Ohio University, Purdue University, The Ohio State University, 
University of Louisville, University of Michigan, Wayne State University, Western Michigan University, Wright State 
University, and Youngstown State University. Sponsors of the event included Exal Corporation, Vallourec, The Brilex 
Group of Companies, and Altronic Hoerbiger. 

On Friday night, a mixer was hosted at the B & O Station Banquet Hall for guests to 
meet and mingle before the start of the conference the next day. On Saturday after 
breakfast, President Jim Tressel welcomed everyone before they were released to the 
breakout sessions. We were happy to have YSU ISE alumni host some of the sessions! 
Topics included additive manufacturing, nontraditional paths in engineering, 
implementation of lean six sigma, digital 
transformation, and manufacturing 
execution systems.  

After the breakout sessions and lunch, IISE 
regional updates were provided by Jared Frederici, the IISE Great Lakes 
Regional Vice President. He also included details about IISE Young 
Professionals. The lunch keynote speaker was Dr. Eric MacDonald, the 
Friedman Chair for Manufacturing and a Professor at Youngstown State 
University. Dr MacDonald spoke about his research in additive manufacturing. 

The most important event of the day, the Undergraduate Student Technical Paper Competition, was the held. The 
winner of the competition was Aseel Faddah from Wayne State University, with the topic “Determining Optimal 
Production Schedule for Automobile Powertrains using Deterministic Approach”. She will be presenting her paper at the 
2019 IISE Annual Conference & Expo in Orlando, Florida in May. 

After the competition, three workshops were held for the students. These included 
a social media optimization discussion, a graduate school panel, and a lean 
manufacturing airplane simulation. 

A company showcase was then held, including Exal Corportation, Vallourec, 
Altronic Hoerbiger, The Youngstown Business Incubator, America Makes, The Ohio 
State University Graduate School, and Youngstown State University Graduate 
School. Professional headshots were also provided for the students. 

After dinner, our last keynote speaker for the day was David Poirier, the CEO 
of The Poirier Group, a business consulting company located in Toronto, ON. 
He is also the brand-new President-Elect of IISE. Mr. Poirier spoke about a 
variety of topics, including changing the landscape of the ISE profession, 
where IISE is headed as an organization, and experiences and tips for our 
young professionals on how to flourish in the field. All in all, the conference 
was a great event for students and professionals alike to grow their networks 
and learn a few things about innovation in manufacturing! 


